The authors\' motivation for writing a scientific text book is often around the academic rigour of setting out the science of their specialist area for the benefit of novices entering their scientific specialty. The motivation of the publisher is more complex since selling copies is a pre-requisite to a successful book. Therefore the preface of such books often envisages a wide readership of interested professionals in associated fields of interest. This book carries the subtitle 'Basic Principles and Practice' and in its preface the authors suggest that it will be of interest and relevance to undergraduates in medicine, junior doctors and to nurses and other health professionals with an interest in oncology.

It is undoubtedly attractive to read although the page is intensively used with tight margins and a dearth of restful open spaces. The layout is clear, but with a slightly idiosyncratic use of pink text for headings within the text and on the top margin of each page. The illustrations are truly fascinating with high quality images of a striking range of clinical and radiological cases and signs. The text is interspersed with self assessment questions and with clinical vignettes which add variety to the learning experience. One minor quibble is that many of the subject areas would benefit from more liberal use of tables and diagrams to illustrate and clarify points in the text.

The first six chapters cover the general principles of a range of oncology disciplines. This is followed by fifteen disease specific chapters and a chapter each on Oncological Emergencies and Palliative Care to complete the volume. The range of subject matter is well chosen and the depth of coverage is uniform, which is a benefit of having only authors. The text is quite authoritative and both authors are senior academics in UK clinical Oncology.

The book is well-written and this is an approachable primer for individuals wishing to study the subject or a particular disease site in more detail. As such it would be of interest to oncology trainees as a basic text for their early training but would not be sufficient for the more advanced trainees or Sub-Specialist Consultants. As discussed above, the preface also suggests that this text book would be of interest to Undergraduates, nurses with a specialist interest and Physicians and Surgeons in other specialities wishing to have a grounding in the oncological principles. This text book would be very suitable for gaining a basic knowledge of the specialty and should be on the library shelf for these groups. However, it may lack the detail required by a Consultant in a linked speciality. For example, I do not think that a Respiratory Physician with a interest in lung cancer would be satisfied with the level of information provided about chemotherapy in lung cancer ,but would find this text book useful in setting out the basic principles, supplemented by published expert reviews and peer-reviewed articles.

In summary, I would recommend this book as the authoritative primer in clinical oncology which sets out the scientific basis and rationale for clinical practice in the United Kingdom and it would provide Clinical Oncology trainees with a sound basis for future studies.
